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2021-05-15 11 2 5.5
2021-05-16 10 8 1.25
2021-05-17 18 5 3.6
2021-05-18 21 3 7
2021-05-19 12 3 4
2021-05-20 11 5 2.2
2021-05-21 14 4 3.5
13.86 4.29 3.23
2021-05-22 11 16 0.69
2021-05-23 19 10 1.9
2021-05-24 20 5 4
2021-05-25 21 7 3
2021-05-26 23 8 2.88
2021-05-27 17 3 5.67
2021-05-28 8 5 1.6
17 7.71 2.2
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(Thailand has detected its locally-transmitted South African COVID-19 variant with the index
case being a 32-year-old Thai businessman from Tak Bai, Narathiwat, who was visited by family
members from a neighbouring state in Malaysia.

He was tested positive on May 4, and was confirmed with the African variant known as B.1.351.
Director-general of Disease Control Department Dr Opas Karnkawinpong said the man was
visited by family members — his Malaysian wife, son and mother-in-law — who crossed natural
borders into the kingdom from Malaysia. All of them skipped mandatory quarantine.

He said all of them stayed in the kingdom from April 12 to May 4 and had travelled back to
Malaysia.

“The South African variant detected in Thailand is similar to those found in Malaysia.
“Following movement restriction in the sub district from May 9 to 22, the situation is under

control. No new infection reported,” he said at COVID-19 daily briefing here today.)
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(Thai border controls will tighten after the discovery of three local cases of the South African
Covid-19 variant stemming from illegal border crossings, authorities said on Sunday, as the

country grapples to contain its worst coronavirus outbreak yet.

The first local case of the South African variant, known as B.1.351, was detected on May 4 in a
32-year-old Thai man after he was visited by family who entered Thailand from Malaysia
through an informal border crossing, the director-general of the disease control department

said.

Movement of people has been restricted in the affected district and only two other cases of
the South African variant, out of 81 cases, have been detected there since the start of May,

Opas Karnkawinpong said.)

ﬁuﬂﬁaga ; https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/05/23/thailand-to-

tishten-border-controls-after-detecting-south-african-covid-19-variant
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(Thailand placed barbed wire and checkpoints in several southern villages along the Malaysian
border on Monday after identifying a cluster of infections with a coronavirus variant that's

believed to spread faster.
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In Thailand’s far southern Narathiwat province, security forces sought to isolate about a dozen
villages where the variant first discovered in South Africa was detected last week. The person
infected with the variant is believed to have crossed the border from Malaysia, which is also

experiencing a coronavirus surge.

The largest infection cluster was found in Narathiwat's Takbai district, where proactive testing
was ordered, according to Narathiwat Provincial Public Health Office. It ordered a complete

lockdown on the entire district, and in affected villages from May 23 until further notice.)

ﬁuw%’aga ; https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/05/24/thai-villages-

isolated-over-variant-find-amid-vaccine-worry
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(A five-month pregnant Thai woman and her husband were caught in a desperate attempt to
scale the wall along the Thailand-Malaysia border in their bid to sneak into Sadao, in the
southern Thai province of Songkhla on Monday.

The 39-year-old woman and her 41-year-old husband from Tha Phae district of Satun province

were caught using ladder to scale the wall at noon on Monday.)

ﬁm‘ﬂ’aga ; https://www.bernama.com/en/general/news.php?id=1964858n
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(Police in Thailand said Tuesday (May 25) that 28 assault rifles intended for defence volunteers
are missing in the country’s deep south, which has been wracked by a Muslim separatist

insurgency for the past 17 years.

The Russian-made AK-102 rifles were supposed to be in the possession of a unit of Narathiwat

province’s Territorial Defence Volunteers, a paramilitary force that assists in security operations.

Police Col. Supakorn Phuengros, chief of the province’s Muang district station, said an
investigation was started after a local official reported the guns missing, but it was still unclear

when and how they disappeared.

Narathiwat, along with Yala and Pattani, are Thailand’s southernmost provinces and are the

only ones with Muslim majorities in the predominantly Buddhist nation.

Since 2004, the provinces have been the scene of a Muslim separatist insurgency that has led
to the deaths of 7,215 people, according to Deep South Watch, a think tank that studies the

conflict. It says 32 of the deaths occurred in the first three months of this year.

Muslim residents of the area have long charged that they are treated like second-class citizens.

Heavy-handed crackdowns have fuelled the discontent.

Col. Watcharakorn Onngern, a deputy spokesman for the regional office of the military’s Internal

Security Operations Command, said the guns did not all go missing at the same time.

"There was one gun missing last year, so we set up a committee to investigate and found more
guns have disappeared, ” he said. He said some of the missing firearms might be related to the

insurgency and some might not.

Peace talks have been held for several years under the auspices of the Malaysian government
between Thai officials and Mara Patani, an umbrella body representing several southern

insurgent groups.
In January 2020, Thai officials held their first formal meeting in recent years with representatives

of the Barisan Revolusi Nasional Melayu Patani, the major rebel group operating in the Thai

south.
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There have been no recent reports of progress in the talks.)

ﬁuﬁaga ; https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/05/26/assault-

rifles-missing-in-restive-southern-thailand
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(Thai police revealed that the AK-102 rifles reported missing from ammunition depot in
Narathiwat province in southern Thailand had been stolen and sold to insurgents and drug
dealers.

Narathiwat's Police Chief Pol Maj Gen Narin Busaman said initial report found the rifle which
were reported missing were sold to pawn shops.

“Six rifles had been recovered while another 22 still missing. Investigation continues.

“We will find and hunt down the perpetrators,” he told Bernama when contacted.)

ﬁuﬁa;&a ; https://www.bernama.com/en/world/news.php?id=1966407
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