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(Police today disclosed that the 23 Islamic State (IS) militants from Kelantan who were detained, received training including in making

bombs from several countries.

Federal police's Counter-Terrorism Division assistant director Datuk Ayob Khan Mydin Pitchay said the militants, including two women,

received training from militants in Thailand, Indonesia and other neighbouring countries.
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He said they were detained in a series of operations throughout the country since 2013.

"Apart from networking with local IS members, our investigations have also revealed that the Kelantan IS militants have good

contacts in other countries especially Thailand

"This was based on investigations against the 23 who were detained the last three years. Some of them learned how to make bombs

while the rest learnt how to handle weapons," he told NST.)

M 03J9; https://mww.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2018/02/333464/kelantan-militants-received-training-other-countries
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(Thailand has revamped a program that aims to rehabilitate southern insurgents who lay down their weapons by focusing on

hardcore rebels requiring special training, the Thai army’s regional commander said.

The Thai military sharply reduced the number of enrollees and changed criteria for people signing up for the Bring People Home

Project, which encourages rebels to surrender and transition back to civilian life in their home villages, he said.

“We reset the program, adopting all new measures,” Lt. Gen. Piyawat Nakwanich, commander of the army’s Fourth Region, which

covers the troubled Thai Deep South, told reporters earlier this month.

In 2017, Thailand’s defense minister ordered a review of the program, changes to it and closer vetting of applicants after one of its

participants allegedly took part in a bombing that injured scores of civilians outside a department store in Pattani province last May.

Piyawat was speaking at a Feb. 2 ceremony in Yarang, a district of Pattani, where 288 men identified as separatist insurgents
surrendered symbolically to the authorities as program enrollees, although they had already formally turned themselves in. The

military was parading them before the local press as enrollees in the revamped program.)
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(Thai security expert Don Pathan raised questions about whether Bring People Home was simply a public relations exercise or an

effective counter-insurgency tool in winning “hearts and minds” in the Deep South.
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“[Tlhe Thai government calls the project a success but offers no meaningful justification to support that claim. Every now and then,
authorities put together a boot-stomping public ceremony where former combatants and authorities get together in a show of force

and unity with hugs and handshakes in front of the media and villagers,” Pathan wrote in a column for BenarNews.

“But in remote villages, insurgents keep operating freely mainly because villagers continue to support them. They take turns making
food for insurgents and sometimes providing them with shelter if their unit has been moved from another area for whatever reason,”

he went to say.)

ﬁmﬁﬂ)ay,a ; https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/thai/bring-home-02092018160352.html
https:/www.benarnews.org/thai/news/TH-surrender-program-02092018172902.html
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(Eleven ethnic Uighur Muslims from China, missing since their dramatic escape from a Thai jail last year, have been detained in

Malaysia and Beijing wants them back, sources familiar with the matter told Reuters.

Twenty Uighurs broke out of a cell near the Thai-Malaysian border in November by digging holes in the wall and using blankets as

ladders. The escapees were part of a group of more than 200 Uighurs detained in Thailand in 2014.)
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(Malaysian Border Security Agency (Aksem) today foiled an attempt by a smuggler to bring in 23kg of bird’s nest into the country.

Its state commander Abdul Latif Abdul Rahman said the seizure was made after the team stopped an express bus, at random, at

KM1.3 of the Bukit Kayu Hitam-Changlun expressway about 1pm.)
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(Lucrative pork prices, as high as RM100 per kg in Thailand, are one of the main reasons pork is being actively smuggled across the
Kelantan border.

Most of the pigs are obtained from Pahang, Terengganu and Perak before being smuggled into Thailand using illegal bases around

Kelantan.)
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(The rampant smugsling of pork using the Sungai Golok route is raising concern among residents.
They claim that the illegal activity is contaminating the river, as the bones of the pigs are frequently thrown into it.

Previously, local residents would fish at Sungai Golok because there was ample supply, which allowed them to make a living.
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However, since this illegal activity, they could not do so because the pig bones and pig blood have contaminated the water.

A villager in her 50s, who only wanted to be known as Esah, said this illegal activity had been going on for a long time and some

people in the area were assisting the syndicate.

“We don’t care if they smuggle goats or cows, but because it involves pigs we can’t eat anything from Sungai Golok,” she said.)
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