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2018-11-24 26 q 6.5
2018-11-25 25 9 2.78
2018-11-26 40 15 2.67
2018-11-27 27 13 2.08
2018-11-28 33 2 16.5
2018-11-29 21 2 10.5
2018-11-30 34 2 17
29.43 6.71 4.39
2018-12-01 16 3 5.33
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(National Revolutionary Front (BRN) insurgents in Thailand’s Deep South have been under tremendous pressure lately to join Malaysia-brokered

peace talks. But leaders of the rebel group are holding their ground and refusing to do so, even if this could mean grave consequences.

The newly designated Malaysian facilitator for the negotiations, Abdul Rahim Noor, informed the Thai side during a recent visit to Thailand that
he would give BRN leaders an ultimatum — join the talks or leave Malaysia, according to a senior Thai security official who spoke on condition

of anonymity.
The feeling among the Malaysian leadership is that BRN can no longer take Kuala Lumpur for granted, the Thai official said. The BRN is the
southern border region’s largest and most heavily armed separatist organization. Its top leaders are believed to be hiding out in next-door

Malaysia.

Hardliners within Thai security circles, on the other hand, said Abdul Rahim’s strategy should be given a chance, but others viewed the

ultimatum as counterproductive. Ideally, as the latter group sees it, BRN leaders should come to the negotiating table willingly.

While Thailand’s negotiating team would like nothing more than to talk with leaders in BRN’s ruling council, they will not support any harsh

measure that could force the leadership to go underground.

However, according to a senior Thai military officer who is familiar with both Abdul Rahim and Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad,

there is a real possibility both men “will employ some stern measures to get what they want.”
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It is not clear where the BRN operatives would go if ordered to get out of Malaysia. Some think they might ¢o to Indonesia to join a key

member of the organization’s youth wing, Abdulkarim Khalid, the only BRN figure who speaks publicly.
Another option is to return to their historical homeland, Thailand’s far South, and operate from there.
Either way, they would be off the authorities’ radar screen, thus making it that much harder to construct a channel of communication.)
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(Penang Port may be at risk of losing 20% of its cargo traffic volume unless its logistics” efficiency improves, said Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand

Growth Triangle (IMT-GT) Joint Business Council (JBC) Malaysia chairman Datuk Faudzi Naim Noh.

He said Thailand is developing a deep-sea port off the Chana district in Songkhla province, which faces the Gulf of Thailand and the South
China Sea.

Faudzi said the port could serve as a direct seaborne gateway to China and other countries in East Asia, which means that freight traffic from
East Asia would travel via South China Sea instead of “looping” around Peninsular Malaysia via the Straits of Malacca to reach their

destinations.

“Currently, some 80% of southern Thailand’s freight is shipped through Penang Port but there is a distinct possibility that up to 80% of goods

from northern Malaysia would go through Chana once the port there begins operations.
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Faudzi also said key agencies such as Penang Port Sdn Bhd and Keretapi Tanah Melayu Bhd needed to enhance their logistic services and
upgrade their equipment well in advance for the upcoming liberalised regional transport environment and challenges from new shipping

structure in neighbouring countries.)

ﬁm%uﬂa : https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2018/12/07/penang-port-may-lose-20-of-cargo-traffic-volume,

http://bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1672737
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