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(Thai government and Mara Patani (Patani Consultative Council) negotiators have completed discussions on the technical aspects on
the Safety Zones proposed for southern Thailand. Mara Patani's spokesman Dr Abu Hafiz al-Hakim said the conclusion of the talks
marked a positive development on the contentious issue. "Both technical teams have completed discussions on the General
Framework on Safety Zones Implementation. It will be forwarded to the Joint Working Group-Peace Dialogue Process (JWG-PDP)
meeting at the end of this month," he told Bernama Saturday. Both sides according to him, will probably issue a joint statement to
the media after the meeting later this month. He did not disclose the location of the meeting, but it will probably be held in Kuala
Lumpur, similar to other meetings before this, in accordance with Malaysia's role as the facilitator to southern Thailand's peace
process. Abu Hafiz had announced before this that a pilot project on Safety Zones in southern Thailand will be implemented within

this year.)

ﬁmﬁauﬂa ; http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1330520
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(Listing mediation as one of its priorities, Malaysia has throughout the two years on the UN Security Council consistently urged that

mediation be used as a tool for resolving conflicts peacefully, said Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Anifah Aman.

Sharing Malaysia's experience at the High-Level Conference on Mediation in Brussel, Belgium on Tuesday (Feb 14), Anifah said
Malaysia's offer to mediate two peace processes at the regional level arose from its firm belief in mediation as the primary way to
resolve conflicts peacefully.

It also arose from a genuine desire to ensure that peace prevails in the Southeast Asian region.

Malaysia was the Third Party Facilitator for the Southern Philippines Peace Process, a role its assumed in 2001, and the endeavour led
to the signing of the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro between the government of the Philippines and the Moro Islamic

Liberation Front in 2014.
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Malaysia is also the facilitator to the Southern Thailand Peace Dialogue that has been on-going since 2013.

"Peace and stability in these areas will contribute to the creation of an environment conducive for development, business and
investment opportunities,” Anifah said in his speech that was made available here today.

He stressed that in mediating the two peace processes, Malaysia was guided by a few basic principles.

"It is Malaysia's view that a good mediator has to be suitably experienced and be well trained in diplomacy and negotiation. He or she
must be an impartial and honest broker.

"He or she must also understand that the role of a mediator is to facilitate the resolution of issues rather than to impose a resolution

upon the parties in conflict," he said.)\

ﬁuﬁaﬂda ; http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1329294
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(Long running conflicts in both the Philippines and Thailand also provide fertile breeding grounds for violent extremism. Protracted
insurgencies in both countries provide Daesh with the opportunity to exploit deep-rooted grievances to garner support, resources,
and potentially start exercising control.)
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(Throughout the region, counter terrorism investigators and prosecutors are hindered by inadequate legal frameworks. In-line with UN
Security Council Resolutions, Universal Legal Instruments Against Terrorism, and International Human Rights Law, it is essential that
Asean countries update their terrorism related legislation. Notably, travelling for the purpose of conducting or facilitating terrorist
activities has only been criminalised by one Asean nation, Malaysia. Without this legal backing, Asean remains vulnerable to the

movements of terrorists.)
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flan ; http://www.thestar.com.my/metro/community/2017/02/14/not-the-right-time-for-road-charge-politicians-and-business-leaders-

hope-singapore-will-postpone-mov/
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