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(Malaysia and Thailand have agreed to strengthen their cooperation to ensure its common borders are not exploited by violent extremists and
terrorists, says Malaysia’s Defence Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hussein.)
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(Malaysia and Thailand will sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on the issue of people holding dual citizenship, says Thai Deputy
Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwan. Thai authorities have long claimed people who held both Malaysian and Thai citizenships were

responsible for acts of violence related to the conflict in southern Thailand and wanted the issue to be resolved.)
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(Thailand and Malaysia have agreed to proceed with a plan to build a border wall in Thailand's southern province of Songkhla as part of efforts

to strengthen security operations and fight transnational crime, the Bangkok Post reported on Friday

Gen Prawit said the proposed 11km border wall will be built at Dan Nok-Dan Sadao in Songkhla with details to be worked out later.

According to the Bangkok Post, the border wall is expected to stem the flow of drugs, weapons, illegal petrol and human trafficking between

the two countries. Thailand and Malaysia share a 640-kilometre common border.)
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(Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha has proposed the setting up of a "hotline" to serve as a direct communication channel for Malaysian and

Thailand officials to discuss matters related to security affairs.)
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http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/malaysia-thailand-to-sien-mou-on-dual-citizenship-issue-thai-dpm-

confirms#2Th1X5UZYVGMOur.97
http://bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1445028

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/hishammuddin-malaysia-thailand-to-strensthen-cross-border-

cooperation#odWMBdJCLWCuVbaF.97
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& ﬂEJlI’]LﬁLGZIEJ F1EUYIAUE VDI LAY Jojie Samuel L@ﬂ@ﬂi’]‘U"’VlGlﬂJ’]LﬁL%ﬂﬂiu"ﬂ’]ﬂiumﬁiﬂﬂﬂuww LﬂEJ’]ﬂUﬂiuU’]Uﬂ’]iW@ﬁEJﬂUG]ﬂSU AUR. ’J’]L‘UUVLTJG]’]SJ
ﬂiE)ULL“IJ’J“VI’N“VlﬂﬂGIEN LLﬁullﬂ’J’lllﬂ’]’J“VT“L!’]‘WiE)lIﬂUEJ’]’J’]ﬂiuU’]Uﬂ’]iﬂUGm’]WGlENﬂ’]iL’]ﬁ’]LUENﬂ’]ﬂSJ{]ﬂJW’WIGZIUGﬁE)u bbel & LTJ“IJ‘ﬂﬁJVT’]“VIﬂuﬂSJSJ’]U’]U

L@ﬂ@ﬂii’]‘iﬁ‘%@m’nﬁLGZiEJWGm\“IUVIU’WIGUENiﬁU’]ﬁSJ’]LﬁL?iﬂlu%’]uumE)’]“L!’J‘EJﬂ’J’]SJﬂuG]’]ﬂﬂ’]iW@ﬂEJﬂUG]ﬂ‘U’]’] 3J’]LﬁLGZiEJGlENﬂ’]i“Vl’]“lﬁU’Wlﬂi’NﬂuW’]ULmﬂﬂ’J’]SJvL’JLUE)L‘UEJSL"U
11/1@L"Ui"U’WNﬂENN’]‘EJL‘U’]E)ﬂL‘U’]SL"UﬂQﬂ’J’ISJGIENﬂ’ﬁ LLﬁu‘UE)Glﬂﬁ\'ﬁ’JllﬂE)‘L!‘VlLWUIﬂﬂﬂUGIﬂ‘USLUWUW AUR.

U a [

ngpsTeuade §1mudsaveinszuiunsesaiduiguindudedidiusuninuszrruiinssndniamsneinsdugauanysel wazn s

2a o

Wiswgna wvendt dnawuuadeaulanazamuly ave. uwinfenUamianuduadunug

o

The ongoing southern Thai peace talks between Thai sovernment and MARA Patani facilitated by Malaysia have been criticised by local
observers over its perceived lack of progress since the talks began over three years ago.
However, the new Malaysian Ambassador to Thailand Datuk Jojie Samuel defended the talks and said that negotiation was on track and had

shown progress, but more time was needed due to the complexities of issues at hand.

“I wouldn’t say that there are not much progress (of the talks), there is progress, but it is a matter of perception. The resolution to the issues
cannot be achieved immediately, it is not easy because the issues have been there for a long time,” he told Bernama in an interview in his

office here, recently.

He said as the facilitator of the peace talks, Malaysia wanted to build trust to bridge the opposing parties and make them understand about

the needs and requirements before lasting peace in southern Thailand could be realised.

With its success as the mediator between the Philippines government and the country’s largest rebel group, Moro Islamic Liberation Front

(MILF), Jojie said Kuala Lumpur hoped to create similar story in southern Thailand, despite the difficulties and challenges.
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Despite all the criticisms on the peace talks, the Malaysian ambassador pointed out that the success on the negotiation table was a

prerequisite if the resource-rich region and its people wanted to reap success on the economic front.
According to Jojie, economic development would follow after peace and stability had been established in the provinces.

“With peace, there will be many investors who wanted to come and invest in southern Thailand and there will be more infrastructure

development for the people,” he said adding that, many Malaysian investors have expressed their interest to invest in southern provinces.

Many Malaysian investors had wanted to invest in southern Thailand but were held back due to issues surrounding the provinces’ security, he
added.

ﬁm%auua ; http:
ambassador#yGVeYpvalvXSBdxS.97
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/03/344332/southern-thai-peace-talks-show-progress-says-malaysian-ambassador
http://bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1443704
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(Thai officials have been in contact with armed separatists in Thailand’s Deep South in the past, but this approach only leads to more violence,

the junta’s chief peace negotiator said Thursday, in a rare defense of the much-criticized peace process.

In a long statement, Gen. Aksara Kerdpol appeared to hit back at those calling for engagement with fighters on the ground rather than its

current negotiating partners, as well as skeptics of the peace process generally.

“In the past, some dissidents who ‘want to talk’ used violent attacks as a bargaining chip to pressure the government to support their terms
and conditions, with the support of certain officials who secretly contacted the dissident sources,” he said, using the Thai government’s term

for Muslim Malay insurgents in Thailand’s southern border region.
He did not specify when such contact took place in the past.

“And the dissidents were supported by militants on the ground by instigating violence across Deep South provinces. If we talk to them, it

means, in return, we support violence,” he added.

“[T]he government has forced the dissidents to follow only one channel for them to achieve the goal,” he said, an apparent reference to the

MARA Patani panel representing Deep South rebel groups in the current Malaysia-brokered talks.

Government officials, academics, members of the media and citizens not trusting the peace process are part of the problem and ultimately

support ongoing violence, Aksara claimed.
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He singled out “columnists” who, he said, had been telling the public that Deep South Muslims “could accept losses — deaths and injuries —
to pursue ideology and achieve the goal of the BRN.”

“[H]ave you asked those people if they agree with you?” he asked, saying that such writers “inadvertently become supporters of the bandits.”

Talks alone cannot achieve peace; only people who embrace non violence and dialogue can do so, Aksara said. He urged "civilian brothers in

the area and academics" to join in setting up a so-called safety zone, or ceasefire zone limited to a geographic area in the Deep South.)

ﬁmﬁgauua ; https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/thai/general-speaks-03152018164852.html
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(Thai police intercepted a lorry carrying 280kg of heroin at an immigration and customs checkpoint in Narathiwat, southern Thailand - just
minutes before the vehicle could cross the border into the Malaysian state of Kelantan today.
According to Narcotics Suppression Bureau (NSB) chief, Lt Gen Sommai Kongvisaisuk, two local men from the Pattani province who were inside

the vehicle were nabbed in the 5pm (local time) police operation.

“We managed to stop the lorry laden with the drug at Narathiwat’s immigration and customs checkpoint just before it could cross into
Malaysia.

“Upon inspection, the (enforcement) officers found 800 heroin bars weighing 280kg concealed inside the lorry,” he told Bernama here today.



Sommai noted that the success behind the major drug seizure was also due to close cooperation between the Thai anti-narcotics police and
their Malaysian counterparts stationed along the border.

However, he did not explain the Malaysian police role in the drug seizure.)

ﬂm%uﬂa ; http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/thai-police-seize-malaysia-bound-

heroin#g0VVhT4iMOL3Gl4P.97
https://www.nst.com.my/world/2018/03/344086/thai-cops-stop-malaysian-bound-lorry-foil-bid-smuggle-280kg-heroin




