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(Thailand’s army said today it would drop a defamation case against three human rights workers who alleged that troops tortured

suspected insurgents, a rare climbdown by a military notorious for taking critics to court. )
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(The UN’s rights office in Southeast Asia applauded the move and urged authorities to drop similar charges against other human rights

defenders.

“Today’s developments are very positive,” said Laurent Meillan, the UN Human Rights Office’s acting regional representative, urging

Thailand “to take additional steps... to protect activists carrying out human rights reporting and monitoring.”)
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("Our Office supports today's plans to establish mechanisms whereby the military, activists and other concerned stakeholders will
come together to review and investigate allegations of human rights violations in the south," he added. "We stand ready to provide
technical advice in this process."
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The UN Human Rights Committee, which monitors implementation by States of one of the main international human rights treaties,

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, will review Thailand in Geneva on 13-14 March.)
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ﬁm%ga ; http://www.benarnews.org/thai/news/TH-deepsouth-killing-03072017180710.html

http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1335740
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(Information on the thinking of the BRN leadership is scarce as the movement has no identifiable political wing but operatives on the

ground said they are not supposed to attack innocent civilians.

Mistakes, however, have been made and collateral damage is sometimes unavoidable, they said.)
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(The harder the authorities spin their lines -- or blur the line between what constitutes collateral damage and intentional killings --

the wider the trust gap between the authorities and the local Malay Muslim population.)
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(Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Azlan Man yesterday officiated the Logistics Integration Programme and Padang Besar KTMB Cargo
Terminal Facility Upgrading Project which is set to strengthen Padang Besar’s position as the main gateway for southern Thailand’s

growing export market.

Azlan, in lauding the federal government’s RM23.5 million funding for the project, which is spearheaded by the Northern Corridor
Implementation Authority (NCIA), said the project would significantly increase Padang Besar’s KTMB cargo terminal capacity upon its

completion by end of next March.

He said with the upgrading works, the terminal would see a significant jump in its cargo handling capacity from 120,000 TEUs (Twenty-
Foot Equivalent Unit) annually to over 150,000 TEUs annually.

“Padang Besar is one of the main gateways for southern Thai exports with 67 per cent going through the Northern Corridor and there

is a huge potential of tapping its total 400,000 TEUs cargo movement annually.)

ﬁm%’aga ; http://www.nst.com.my/news/2017/03/219437/padang-besar-tap-south-thailands-export-market
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